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REF: COLOMBO 2249 

1. SUMMARY: EDITORIAL COMMENT ON CHANGE IN U.S. 
ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN CONFINED MAINLY TO 
ENGLISH-LANGUAGE DAILIESAND TO MARXIST VERNACULAR 
PRESS. WHILE LEFT-WING PAPERS FOCUED ON "CORRUPT' 1 
SYSTEM IN UNITED STATES.PRO-GOVERNMENT ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE DAILES HAVE PRAISED AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS, 
"DAILY NEWS" ALSO COMMENTING ON CONTINUITY OF 

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY. END SUMMWHY. 

2. ALTHOUGH PRESS COVERAGE OF CHANGE IN U.S. 
ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN EXTENSIVE AND STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD, EDITORIAL COMMENT HAS BEEN MORE LIMITED 
AND MIXED IN ITS APPRAISAL. IN GENERAL, COMMENTS 

IN ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS HAVE BEEN POSITIVE, 
STRESSING STRENGTH OF AMERICAN INSITUTIONS, BUT 
THEY HAVE HAD LITTLE TO SAY ABOUT PRESIDENT FORD. 

ON AUGUST 10 GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED "DAILY NEWS", 
COUNTRY'S PREMIER DAILY, MINGLED DISDAIN FOR 
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SYSTEM” WITH COMMENDATION OF "SYSTEM WHICH HAS THE 
CAPACITY TO DEAL EFFECTIVELY WITH EVEN THE MOST 
POWERFUL OFFENDERS”. EDITORIAL POINTED TO PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S "ADMIRABLE” ACHIEVEMENTS IN FOREIN AFFAIRS 
AND NOTED APPROVINGLY RETENTION IN OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AS WELL AS SECRETARY'S ASSURANCES ON 
CONTINUITY OF AMERICAN 
FOREIGN POLICY. IN AUGUST 12 

ISSUE, PRO-GOVERNMENT "DAILY MIRROR" EDITORIAL WAS 
LAVISH IN ITS PRAISE OF U.S. CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM 
AND FREE PRESS. GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED "OBSERVER” 

ON SAME DAY CARRIED SUMMARY OF WATERGATE DENOUEMENT, 
NOTING THAT UNITED STATES HAS LEARNED "HOW TO CEMENT 
CRACKS IN ITS POLITICAL SYSTEM". 

3. EDITORIAL REACTION IN VERNACULAR PRESS HAS BEEN 
CONFIED TO ORGANS OF PRO-MOSCOW COMMUNIST PARTY 
(CP/M) AND TROTSKYITE LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY (LSSP), 
BOTH OF WHICH ARE MEMBERS OF UNITED FRONT COALITION. 
AUGUST 10 ISSUE OF "ETHTHA" (CP/M) ATTRIBUTED 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF TRANSITION TO "CORRUPT POLITICAL 
SYSTEM IN AMERICA" BUT PAID TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S FOREIGN POLICY. A BRIEFER EDITORIAL IN 

SAME PAPER AUGUST 12 FOCUSED ON PRESIDENT FORD, 
DESCRIBING HIM AS "LETHARGIC MAN". "JANADINA" 

(LSSP) CARRIED EDITORIAL AUGUST 10 OBSERVING THAT 
WATERGATE WAS NOTHING NOW IN CAPITALIST SYSTEM AND 
THAT WHOEVER WAS PRESIDENT MADE LITTLE DIFFERENCE. 

4. THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC COMMENT ON EVENTS IN 
UNITED STATES FROM PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE OR 
FROM MEMBERS OF HER GOVERNMENT. IN GENERAL, ATTITUDE 
EXPRESSED BY BROAD RANGE OF EMBASSY CONTACTS IN 
REGRET AT DEPARTURE OF MR.NIXON TOGETHER WITH KEEN 
INTEREST IN OUTLOOK OF NEW FORD ADMINISTRATION. 

VAN HOT ,LF,N 
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